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TS a chilling scenario for any music lover who
has been surfing the Net blithely for free clips
and sharing them with like-minded fans.
Last Sunday, seven people had to face the
music for downloading and sharing copyright-
ed songs over the Internet.

These are four students, a housewife, a technician
and a self-employed man, aged between 14 and 32,
who are now assisting the police with investigations,

The homes were raided by the police following a
tip-off by the Record Industry Association of Singa-
pore (Rias).

Ms Liew Woon Yin, director-general of the Intellec-
tual Property Office of Singapore (Ipos), says that ac-
tion had to be taken because the infringements were
significant. Preliminary police investigations re-
vealed that the seven had some 18,000 songs that
were downloaded illegally.

Since the Copyright Act was amended early last
year, two have been jailed for illegally distributing
hundreds of MP3 files online. A 16-year-old was also
caught but let off with a warning because of his age.

As Rias chief executive officer Edward Neubron-
ner tells LifeStyle: “People tend to believe that be-
cause nobody is around when they are using the com-
puter, they can do whatever they want.

“Let me just say that you are not anonymous in cy-
berspace.”

He declines to reveal how it tracks down offend-
ers, but said that it monitors closely file-sharing net-
works where most downloading of songs takes
place.

Ms Liew has this advice: “Just as we don't want
others to rip off our works without permission and
not be given due recognition, likewise, we should al-
so respect the rights of others.”

So, don't want to get on the wrong side of law? We

ask experts — Ipos, Rias, the police, lawyer Lam
Chung Nian of legal firm Lee & Lee, and consumer
product marketing manager Phil Hickey of software
company Symantec Asia Pacific — to answer the
burning questions you should be asking.

Are the police monitoring whenever I'm surfing
the web?

The police will start investigations only when infor-
mation is received or a report is made.

I thought only people who distribute music files
break the law. I only download. Why am I flout-
ing the law?

While your actions alone may not hurt the copyright
owner, if thousands think like you, collectively your
actions may hurt him and his business.

Singapore's Copyright Act was amended last year
to make it a criminal offence for individuals to in-
fringe copyright

If you are found guj]ty. you could be fined up to
$20,000 and/or jailed up to six months. The line be-
tween downloading and distribution is actually not
that distinct. When you use a file-sharing network
such as BitTorrent, as you are downloading from oth-
er users' folders, others can download from you too.

How many songs can I download before 1 get in-
to trouble?

Although one or two songs may not constitute a
scale that warrants a criminal offence, it can still at-
tract civil liabilities when infringement is estab-
lished. Go online at statutes.age.gov.sg for more de-
tailed information.

1 had, um, downloaded music before the Copy-
right Act was amended last year. Am I safe?
Amendments to the law do not have retroactive ef-
fect. However, you may still face civil suits from the
copyright owners, Whether there will be criminal lia-
bility depends on whether you continue to break the
law.

My friend was the one who downloaded the mu-
sic on my computer, not me, When the men in
blue come, who gets into trouble?

ILLUSTRATION: ERIC ROCA

The court will ascertain whether your friend had
your permission to use your computer; and if you are
aware of his activities, whether you have taken any
steps to prevent him from doing so.

I hear some people get a warning letter first be-
fore legal action takes place. Is this true?

Rias may send legal letters to you through your Inter-
net Service Provider, or instant waming messages if
you are on a file-sharing network.

However, just as alerts are not given before a gam-
bling raid, there is no legal requirement to warn you
gefore the law enforcers come knocking on your

oor.

That said, for many years, Ipos and rights owners
have been raising awareness through educational
programmes and advertisements to highlight that pi-
racy is a crime. In effect, you have been warned.

Can the police check my MP3 player for illegal
music clips?

The law is not device-specific. The police can seize
any device believed to contain evidence of the crime
for examination.

I'm trying to turn over a new leaf, but I'm afraid
my past will come back and haunt me. Should I
reformat my hard disk?

Simply deleting the music ﬁles or even mfomlatlzng
your hard disk is not gh. Ce S eX-
perts can use sophlsncated file recovery pro-
grammes to locate “deleted” content.

To clear the hard disk, use a file-wiping pro-
gramme such as Norton SystemWorks 2006, File-wip-
ing programmes work by over-writing the original da-
ta with layers of numbers or random characters.

Imagine erasing a word on paper and then scrib-
bling over it to prevent deciphering the original
word.

Where can I download music legally then?
Check out two local portals — www.soundbuzz.com
and www.starhub.com/play.

For a list of international legal sites, visit
www.pro-music.org/musiconline. htm

szeyong@sph.com.sg
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DOWNLOADING doesn't have to be a legal
tussle. These days, you can easily find free
MP3s from an artiste’s official record label .
website. Of course, the hottest and fullest
range of tracks can be bought from sites
like Soundbuzz (www.soundbuzz.com) and
{Tunes (www.apple.com/itunes) which
may have a Singapore site next year.

But for those willing to hunt down rarer
and more unusual tracks, here are some of
the best free sites you can go to.

ROCK/POP/DANCE

P CNET
http:#/music.download.com/2001-1_32-0.
html?tag=navtab

This 13-year-old San Francisco-hased site
has over 72,400 free MP3s. Its download
portal officially opened in 1996 and it also
offers software downloads and music
streaming. While CNet offers everything
from rock to hip-hop and classical music,
not all tracks are downloadable.

ALTERNATIVE

P EPITONIC

httpy/www.epitonic.com/

Founded in 1999, this New York-based site
specialises in rare indie music from
Sweden to the US. It works with record
labels to provide free MP3s, along with
reviews of each artiste. MP3s currently
available include songs from Scottish
collective Belle And Sebastian and
American singer Cat Power,

P> MATADOR RECORDS
www.matadorrecords.com

This New York-based indie label, founded
in 1989, is home to the likes of Californian
indie band Pavement, New. York
post-punkers Interpol and Seattle
indie-pop-punkers Pretty Girls Make
Graves, It has more than 100 artistes,
many of them offering MP3s for free.

JAZZ

P JAZZ REVIEW
httpy/fwww.jazzreview.com/link/
mp3_link.html

This American site was set up in 1997 and

i‘é‘;nm‘%?}’“%“’mﬂoﬁ".?“ .

browsers to free downloadable tracks
from pages like Amazon.com. Many of the
artistes are unknown, but sometimes you
come across songs from renowned artistes
such as jazz pianist Shelley Berg.

CLASSICAL

P CLASSIC CAT
http:/iwww.classiccat.net/

Listed as one of the best places for
classical music on the BBC's website, this
links you to other pages where downloads
are available. This site lists over 3,200
works by composers and include the likes
of J.8. Bach and George Gershwin.
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ask experts — Ipos, Riss, the police, lawyer Lam
Chung Nian of legal firm Lee & Lee, and consumer
product marketing manager Phil Hickey of software
company Symantec Asia Pacific — o answer the
burning questions you should be asking.

Are the police monitoring whenever I'm surfing
the web?

The police will start investigations only when irifowr-
mation is recetved or a report is made.

1 thought only people who distribute music files
break the law. | only download, Why am 1 flout-
ing the law?

While your actions alone may not hurt the copyright
awner, if thousands think like you, collectively your
actions may hurt him and his besiness.

Singapore’s Copyright Act was amended last year
to make 1t a criminal offence for individuals to in-
fringe copyright wilfully.

If you are found guilty, you could be fined wp to
£20,000 andior jailed up to six months. The line be-
tween downloading and distribution is actually not
that distinct. When you use a flle-sharing network
such as BitTorrent, &8 you are downloading from oth-
er users' folders, others can download from you oo

How many songs can I download before T got in-
Lo trouble?

Although one of WO SONgs may nol constitule a
scale that warrants a criminal offence, it can still at-
tract civil liabilities when infringement s estab-
lished, Go online at statutes.age.gov.sg for more de-
tadb=d information

1 had, um, downloaded musie before the Copy-
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Amendments to the law do not have refroactive 8
fect. However, you may still face civil suits from the
copyright owners. Whether there will be criminal lia-
::mt,-,- depends on whether you continine to break the
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My friend was the one who downloaded the mu-
gic on my computer, not me, When the men in
blue come, who gets into tronble?

ILLUSTRATION: ERIC AOCA

The court will ascertain whether your friend had
wour 1o use your computer; and if you are
aware of his activitles, whether yon have taken any
steps to prevent him from doing so.

1 hear some people get a warning letter first (ITC8
fore legal action takes place. Is this irue?
Rias may send | letters to you through your Inter-
et Service er, or instant waming messages il
wou are on a file-sharing network.

However, just as alerts are not given before a gam-
bling raid, there is no legal reduirement bo wiarm you
Rgf{:;re the law enforcers come knocking on your

That =aid, for many years, Ipos and rights owners
have been raising awareness through educational
programmes and advertisements to highlight that pi-
racy b a crime. In effect, you have been warneed,

Can the police check my MP3 player for illegal
music clips?

The law ks not device-specific, The police can seixe
any device believed to contaln evidence of the crime
for examination.

I'm trying to turn over a new leaf, but I'm afraid
my past will come back and haunt me. Shonld I
reformat my hard disk?
Simply deloting the music files or even riformatting
wour hard disk is not enough. Computer forensics ex-
perts can use sophisticated file recovery pro-
grammes (o locate *deleted” content

To clear the hard disk, use a nl!-wmw pro-
gramme such as Norton SystemWorks D6, eﬁ
ing programimes work by over-writing the original
ta with lnyers of umbers or random characters.
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Where can [ downlond music legally then?
Check out two local portals — www.soundbuzee com
and www.starbob, com'play.

For a list of international legal sites, visit
www.pro-music.orgimusicontine. him,
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DOWNLOADING doesn’t have to be a legal
mssle. These days, you can easily find free
MP3s from an artiste’s official record label
webaite, Of course, the hottest and fullest
of tracks can be bought from sites

like Soundbuzz (www.soundbuzz com) and
{Tumes {www.apple.comftunes) which
miny have a Singapore Sie next year,

But for those willing to hont down Feer
and maore unusual tracks, here are some of
thee beest free sites you can go 1o,

ROCK/POP/DANCE
P CNET
hitp:/music. download com/2001-1_32-0.
hitmn] Magt=naviab
This 13year-old San Francisco-based site
has over T2,400 free MP3s. Its download
portal officially opened in 1696 and it also
affers software downloads and music
While CNet offers everything
from rock to hip-hop and musie,
not all tracks are downloadable.

ALTERMATIVE

P EPTTONIC

hittpfwwew, epitonic. com'

Founded in 1609, this New York-based site
specialises in mre indie music from
Sweden to the US. It works with record
labels to provide free MP3s, along with
reviews of each artiste. MP3s currently
available inchude songs from Scottish
collective Belle And Sebastian and
Amorican singer Cat Power.

B MATADOR RECORDS
www.matadorrecords, ¢om

This New York-based indie label, founded
in 1988, is home to the likes of Califomian
indie band Pavement, New. York
post-punkers Interpol and Seattle
indie-po Pretty Girls Make
Grravies. [t has mone than 100 artistes,
many of them offering MPIs for free.

JAZZ
P JAZE REVIEW
Isttpewwrw jazereview. comilink/
mp3_link himl
This American gite was set up in 1997 and
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hrowsers to free downloadable tracks
from pages like Amazoncom. Many of the
artistes are unmown, but sometimes You
come across songs from renowted artistes
such as jarz planist Shelley Berg.

CLASSICAL

P CLASSIC CAT

httpuwww. classicent net/

Listed as one of the best places for
classieal music on the BEC's website, this
links you to other pages where

are available. ‘This site lists over 3,200
works by composers and include the likes
of 1.5, Bach and George Gershwin.
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PTC Learning School International Pte Ltd

Singapore * Malaysia * Indonesia

The Parent Teacher Child [PTC) Learning
School International offers a halistic
approach to knowledge acquisition in
the field of early childhood educaticn,
with great synergy between the practical
and the theoretical. Founded by Ms
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